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Research requires results

Why students participating in their peer’s research matters
Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor | howlnews@wou.edu
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name. Contact information will not be
published unless requested. Unsigned
submissions will not be printed and
original copies will not be returned.
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print.
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SONA is a program that allows Western’s
psychology students and faculty to both post
information about studies, and sign up to
participate in them. According to Western
professor, Jaime Cloud, prior to SONA, the
psychology department used pink slips to
give students extra credit or track the credits
required for specific classes.
“It’s a much more progressive, elegant
solution,” said Cloud.
Unfortunately, because the program is
expensive, only psychology students are
given SONA accounts.
“Students and faculty would love
to recruit participants from outside the
psychology department, but logistically it’s
just not easy to set that up,” Cloud stated.
However, that means that the pool for
collecting data is significantly reduced;
students conducting research become
desperate for participants and those who
sign up but don’t show up face certain
consequences — like being kicked out of the
SONA system for the remainder of the term
if they exceed three no-shows.
Cloud stressed the importance of having
students support one another on campus,
especially regarding research.
“Basically, the scientific method is the

engine of research in psychology … and
you have to put (an idea) to the empirical
test and collect data ... that very essential
component cannot happen if we don’t have
students volunteer their time to participate
in studies,” she said.
There are dozens of research projects
to choose from — some even offering
incentives like pizza or candy.
One such project is Dr. Foster’s current
study which is in collaboration with several
undergraduate research students and focuses
on creativity, specifically “factors that
affect creative behavior … and how to elicit
creative behavior in a laboratory situation,”
according to the SONA site.
“A lot of the studies on SONA end up
being kind of predictable and survey-based,
but some of them are really interactive,”
said Cloud.
The information gained from SONA
research is shared both within Western’s
community and in scientific communities
around the world.
As Cloud stated, “the time and effort
that participants spend contributing to
the scientific process is contributing to
the amount of information that is shared
worldwide.”

A reclamation of
identity
Indigiqueer, non-binary spokesperson for Out and Proud event recalls
“coming-out” journey
Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor | howlnews@wou.edu

Out and Proud is an event hosted by
Western’s Multicultural Student Union,
which, “recognizes the challenges that
people of color face within the (LGBTQ+)
community as well as celebrate their
achievements and successes,” according to
their executive board. This year, Western
invited Mick Rose, an Indigiqueer, nonbinary human from the Diné, Omaha, and
Pawnee nations to speak about their many
intersecting identities.
“Let us never forget our privilege on the
land that we occupy and in the institutions
in which we study,” Rose began, reminding
the audience that the forced relocation of
Native people is what allowed Western to
grow.
Initially, Rose stated that they had felt
conflicted about speaking because of their
complex relationship with their own identity;

they hadn’t always identified as a member
of the queer community and “at many times
felt marginalized by the community.”
For them, their pride was fostered through
self-discovery, and reclaiming aspects of
their indiginous culture and history that had
been severed.
A major turning point in that reclamation
came from their grandmother’s affirmations
towards their “coming-out,” as it was then
that Rose was introduced to their tribe’s
five-gender system and realized that they
identified as Dilba, a person who identifies
with the female spirit, and people their
grandmother described as caretakers, peacemakers, counselors and warriors.
Previously, Rose spent years attending
college at BYU, where they assimilated and
faked straightness to avoid being kicked
out, excommunicated or facing electric@thewesternhowl

shock therapy.
“I knew then, it was a dangerous place
to be, and I needed to fit in … so I could get
out,” Rose said.
During one particular incident, Rose
recalled being nearly arrested because they
had taken a bite of their pizza as they stood
in line to pay for it, and the unjustified
consequences that resulted thereafter.
“This incident left a permanent on my
public record. It comes up now when I
apply for jobs, it came up when I applied
to be a foster parent. Every time I have
to justify my conviction … and relive the
embarrassment of being a target as a person
of color at my university campus,” said
Rose.
Continued on back
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Concordia University
to permanently close
their doors
What does this mean for their
current students?
Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor | howlnews@wou.edu
Concordia University, located in
Portland, is the largest private university
in Oregon, and it’s closing permanently
at the end of this semester in April — its
115-year run coming to an end.
This makes Concordia the fourth
local private university in Oregon to
close since 2018, following Marylhurst
University closed, The Art Institute of
Portland and Oregon College of Art and
Craft.
A sophomore at Concordia, Bailey
Wieland, called the news a “shock,”
mentioning that she felt blindsided,
because she had just received an email
to register for the upcoming term.
Concordia senior, Christian Thyron,

concurred, adding that he had “heard
enrollment was the highest it had been
in awhile, and that Concordia was
expanding and growing.”
Wieland thinks that Concordia’s
closing is due to low-enrollment — a
notion that is backed by statements
from the administration — although
former reports show a growing online
enrollment pattern over the last few years
and their seven-year self-evaluation
report portrays them as one of the
highest growing universities ranked by
the Chronicle of Higher Education.
Regardless, Concordia University
has struggled financially in the past few
years, following a rollercoaster pattern

A snapshot in

A last glimpse at Concordia’s logo before the university closes down in April.

of increases and decreases. Portland
Business Journal published an article
on Feb. 10 discussing Concordia’s
controversial partnership with HotChalk,
a company which creates online degree
programs, which resulted in a $1 million
settlement that’s cause for speculation.
Condordia has contributed more
than 251,000 service hours benefitting
an estimated 10,000 people, including
5,000 youth, according to their sevenyear self-evaluation report.
“I feel really bad for the university.
It’s been a home to people in the
community and for those attending and
working there,” Thyron said.
Concordia’s financial deficits have

resulted in thousands of students
struggling to figure out the next steps in
their college careers. As Wieland said,
“we are asking ourselves ‘where are we
going to go now? Is all of our going to go
to the other school when we transfer?’”
Wieland plans to further her education
through the University of Portland, but
her peers still have many decisions to
make.
Western faces similar issues in terms
of low-enrollment. Students interested in
learning more about how the Incidental
Fee Committee has responded to deficits
created by low enrollment can find more
information in the upcoming issue of
The Western Howl, released on Feb. 18.

“crime”

What’s happened on campus in the
past two weeks

3

1
6
4

Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor | howlnews@wou.edu

Date: 1/25/2020
Date: 1/29/2020
Time: 2:50 p.m.
Time: 8:27 p.m.
Location: Public Safety Building
Location: Heritage Hall
Incident: Public Safety took a report of Incident: Public Safety responded
missing property.
to multiple marijuana and alcohol
violations.
Date: 1/27/2020
Time: 11:58 a.m.
Date: 2/4/2020
Location: Devolder Family Science Time: 4:12 p.m.
Center
Location: Richard Woodcock Education
Incident: Public Safety responded to a Center
harassment call.
Incident: Public safety responded to a
medical assist.
Date: 1/27/2020
Time: 7:03 p.m
Date: 2/6/2020
Location: Public Safety Building
Time: 9:34 a.m.
Incident: Public Safety spoke to a student Location: Baseball Complex
concerned and stressed about a social Incident: Public Safety took a report of
media post that had been made.
criminal mischief.
@thewesternhowl
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Cinema

Tales of love,

and sin

A list of the best romantic films: classic,
modern and horror
Never Retallack
Entertainment Editor | howlentertainment@wou.edu

stretched
across time

A list of the most romantic poems
Never Retallack
Entertainment Editor | howlentertainment@wou.edu

While some like to spend Valentine’s with their partner on a romantic date, a
challenging hike or a mini vacation, one thing that’s a crowd pleaser — whether
single or taken — is a movie night. Romantic comedies are easy to follow and have
a typical plot; tragic love movies also follow the same concept. Get comfy and watch
a film from the lists below.

Love — there are many mediums to describe it, and one of the most classic
forms is poetry. Poetry may have been created as early as 20 B.C., but throughout
centuries, it has allowed countless artists to manifest love. February is the perfect
time to dip one’s toe into the realm of love poetry. Here’s a list of the classics and
modern can cater to anyone.

Classics

Classic Poetry

“Pretty Woman” (1990) (Amazon)
“Sleepless in Seattle” (1993) (Amazon)
“Ghost” (1990) (Hulu & Amazon)
“Titanic” (1997) (Amazon)

“While You Were Sleeping” (1995)
(Disney + & Amazon)
“When Harry Met Sally” (1989)
(Amazon & Hulu)
“Breakfast at Tiffany’s”
(Amazon & Hulu)

“Casablanca” (1942) (Amazon)

(1961)

Modern
“About Time” (2013) (Netflix &
Amazon)
“To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before”
(2018) (Netflix)
“Call Me By Your Name” (2017)
(Amazon)

“Love, Simon” (2018) (Amazon)
“Twilight” (2008) (Hulu & Amazon)

(1981)

“Valentine” (2001) (Amazon)
“The Strangers” (2008) (Amazon &
Hulu)
“The Love Witch” (2016) (Amazon)

“What lips my lips have kissed, and where, and why?” by Edna St. Vincent
Millay
Once again not quite the happiest story, but Millay expresses not remembering lovers
of her past, but just reminiscing about how happy she must have been.

Modern Poetry

“Amelie” (2001) (Hulu)

“Heart to Heart” by Rita Dove
Published in 2017, this unique poem squelches any perceived ideas about what a
heart is and how it is tied to emotion, and exposes her vulnerability when it comes to
loving someone — a short and powerful must-read.

Horror
Valentine”

“How do I Love Thee?” by Elizabeth Barrett Browning
This heart wrenching poem published in 1850 shows that the author’s love is so deep
and strong that it will continue even after death. This is a romantic poem to portray
impenetrable dedication and love towards someone.

“50 First Dates” (2004) (Amazon)

“Crazy Rich Asians” (2018) (Hulu &
Amazon)

“My Bloody
(Amazon)

“The More Loving One” by W. H. Auden
This short and simple poem was published in 1957 and depicts the tale of someone
dealing with unrequited love. It is full of longing and quiet anguish, a relatable one
for anyone struggling with one-sided feelings.

“Bride of Chucky” (1998) (Amazon &
Hulu)
“Bride of
(Amazon)

Frankenstein”

“Resignation” by Nikki Giovanni
One of my favorite poems, published in 2003, illustrates what love is like when
it feels like it is the only natural thing for someone to do with their soulmate. It is
extremely romantic and a great way to warm the heart of one’s partner, showing just
how much love there is in the relationship.

(1935)

“Warm Bodies” (2013) (Amazon)

“Teodoro Luna’s Two Kisses” by Alberto Ríos
This short and sweet story published in 1990 describes how an older man kisses his
wife by raising his brow, it is cute and simple, and warms the heart of readers.

“Crimson Peak” (2015) (Amazon)

@thewesternhowl
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THE LOVELIEST VIBES
A list of The Western Howl Staff ’s favorite love songs
For this Valentine’s day, whether single, dating, complicated or somewhere in between, listening to love songs is a must. The Western Howl Staff have compiled a list
of their favorite love songs, ranging from hilarious to tragic — feel free to listen.

Cora McClain | Editor-in-Chief

Rylie Horrall | Lifestyle Editor

“Saw You In A Dream” by The Japanese House — Whimsical and dreamy,
this song describes how time with a lover can be as fleeting as a dream. It transports
you to that hazy state in-between sleep and reality, where all you want is to fall right
back asleep and into that sweet dream again.

“Truly Madly Deeply” by Savage Garden — It’s a very mellow and relaxing
song, and the lyrics are filled with devotion and love to whoever they’re singing
about. Everytime I listen to it, I just get into a better mood because I’m caught up
with picturing the love story that’s playing out.

Caity Healy | Managing Editor

Never Retallack | Entertainment Editor

“Say Yes” by Elliot Smith — The first line of this song eloquently sums up the
feeling of being in love with a single sentence; “I’m in love with the world through
the eyes of a girl.” It’s a hauntingly beautiful song about passion, about heartbreak
and about the reality of love and all of the turmoil and joy it puts one through.

“By Your Side” by Sade — This song with crooning vocals about being loyal
and supporting a romantic partner instantly melts the listener’s heart. A perfect song
to play for that special someone to show them how much love there is for them.

Hannah Greene | Sports Editor

Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor
“Time in a Bottle” by Jim Croce — This is the sweetest song in existence and if
you think I’m wrong you can fight me on that. It’s simple, reminiscent of songs like
“You are my Sunshine,” but it’s lightness is masked by a sorrow and longing that
implies the person they’re singing about is no longer there or that time is running
out. Plus, they featured it as part of a skit on the original Muppet Show, so you know
it’s good.
Photo by Kay Bruley

“Honeysuckle Rose” by Louis Armstrong and His All Stars — The tone and
melody of this song is love. It’s short and oh so sweet, a song I could dance to with
you (yes, you Max) forever. An excellent song to pair with any day to celebrate love
— the love you have for someone or yourself.

Kay Bruley | Photo Editor
“Never Been in Love” by Will Jay — Great for those who have yet to find love/
aren’t interested. This song celebrates being single and “alone with no loneliness.”
Lines throughout remind you that love is not a race: “I’m not missing someone that
I’ve never met.” You live your single life, and ENJOY it.

Rachel Hetzel | Designer
“Social Climb” by I Don’t Know How But They Found Me — I don’t know
how, but I found this band, and now I’m in love with all of their songs. A lot of them
are more of a cynical take on love, and life in general, but this one specifically gives
me deception and heartbreak vibes.

Kyle Morden | Designer
“Don’t Hurt Yourself” by Beyoncé (feat. Jack White) — My ex was unfaithful.
If you relate, this is the song for you.

Sean Martinez | Copy Editor
“There’s Nothing Holdin’ Me Back” by Shawn Mendes — There’s nothing
more exciting and mysterious than the feeling of love. The song is about two people
who aren’t sure how the other feels, but they can’t help but buckle in for the crazy
ride. Energetic and uplifting, you can’t help but jump and dance to this song.

Ashlynn Norton | Digital Media Manager
“Bad Romance” by Lady Gaga — This song needs no explanation. It. Slaps.

Find the link to the Spotify playlist in the online atrticle at wou.edu/westernhowl.

@thewesternhowl
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Love in bloom

Express yourself with flowers this Valentine’s Day
Rylie Horrall | Lifestyle Editor | rhorrall17@wou.edu

Flowers are a common way to convey love or
appreciation on Valentine’s Day, whether it’s for
a significant other, a friend or guardian. The most
common flowers to use are roses, however, there are
other flower options out there for those that want to
do something different from the classic route. Peonies,
chrysanthemums, lilies, alstroemeria and tulips — just
to name a few — can signify love, and can be arranged
together into a bouquet to make a loved one feel special.
Roses are known to symbolize love and romance,
and are a cliché that’s used in many different fictional
and real life scenarios. When they’re paired with
gerbera daisies and alstroemeria — which can signify
beauty and devotion, according to womansday.com —
they can create a beautiful arrangement filled with red
and white, or other preferred colors. Gerbera daisies
are a flower with a large head, and can brighten the
bouquet up with vibrancy and cheerfulness, while
alstroemeria brings it all together with symbolism of
loyalty and bright blooms.
A bouquet of red tulips is a simple yet pretty
arrangement that means “perfect or everlasting love,”
according to FTD Flowers (ftd.com). They come in a
variety of colors; pink generally means happiness or
confidence, and yellow focuses on cheerful thoughts. A
combination of colors can illustrate just how important
someone is and make them feel special. Orchids are a
more exotic option to convey elegance, admiration and
even friendship. They’ve been known to have many
meanings — for example, during the Victorian age, a
rare orchid was symbolic of how deep someone’s love
was when it was given as a gift.
According to FTD Flowers, carnations are most
associated with motherly love, and have many other
meanings based on the hue of the petals. Luck and
gratitude were indicated by white and pink, respectively,
while various shades of red meant admiration and love.
Pairing with red roses and white alstroemeria brings a

bouquet of adoration and devotion fully to life.
Lilies are another flower related to devotion, but
also have a variety of interpretations based on the
type chosen. Calla lilies, for instance, are connected to
beauty based on the meaning of the word ‘calla,’ which
is defined as beautiful according to FTD Flowers. Calla
lilies are commonly used to symbolize someone’s
faithfulness or appreciation for another person.
Another type of lily is a stargazer, which goes in hand
with abundance and prosperity. A bundle of many lilies
shows just how much someone cares for another, or can
be used to amplify the feelings of another bouquet of
mixed flowers.
Photos courtesy of Amber Horrall

Carnations come in a variety of colors and sizes, so
experiment to see what combination is preferred.

Adding in different greens and stock plants can make the
colors of the flowers pop.

Say it with chocolate

Another homemade sweet option for that special someone in your life
Photo by Rylie Horrall

Rylie Horrall | Lifestyle Editor | rhorrall17@wou.edu
Candy and sweets are found in abundance in stores
during the week of Valentine’s Day. As an alternative
to buying something sweet, try making something
homemade for someone significant, a meaningful
group of people or yourself.

Instead of cutting the chocolate into squares, use small
cookie cutters to shape them into something fun.

HOMEMADE VALENTINE’S CHOCOLATES
Start to finish: 1 hour 10 minutes
½ pound high-quality dark chocolate, chopped
⅛ teaspoon ground dried chipotle pepper
1 pinch salt
½ cup heavy whipping cream
3 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder, or as needed
Place chocolate into a bowl; add chipotle pepper and
salt.
Heat cream in a small saucepan over medium-low
@thewesternhowl

heat until it comes to a boil. Pour cream over chocolate
and let stand for three minutes.
Stir gently until chocolate mixture is completely
smooth. Pour chocolate mixture out onto a sheet of
plastic wrap on a work surface. Pick up one edge of the
plastic and roll the chocolate into a rough log shape.
Continue to roll, wrapping chocolate in the plastic.
Refrigerate until chilled and firm, 30 minutes to one
hour.
Place cocoa into a small bowl. Unwrap chocolate
and cut in half crosswise; cut each half into halves
lengthwise. Roughly cut candy into ½-inch square
‘stones.’ Place the chocolate pieces into the cocoa and
toss gently to coat.
Recipe from allrecipes.com.
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Homemade heartfelt gifts
Follow these steps
to make an easy
valentine
Rylie Horrall | Lifestyle
Editor | rhorrall17@wou.edu

Making a valentine is a cute, old school way of
symbolizing appreciation, admiration and adoration for
another person — not to mention, it’s easy and cheap
to do. For anyone looking to do something simple for
Valentine’s Day, try making this DIY Valentine for that
special someone. Happy crafting.
Firstly, grab some paper; colorful construction
paper is easiest, however painting a piece of paper or
using white paper works just as well. Trace a heart
lightly on the paper using a pencil as a guide for cutting
it out later. If desired, trace another smaller heart on a
different colored piece of paper and cut it out. Glue it
to the center of the large heart to give a cute outline and
more dimension.
Take a black sharpie — or one that is colored, if
preferred — and write the person’s name on the back
of the heart. Flip the heart over to the other side with
the smaller heart, and write a message to the person. It
can be something classic like ‘Be Mine’ or something
cheesy with a pun like ‘I love you a latte.’ Next, add a
cute illustration, which is perfect for those who go with
a pun, or add a little message expressing appreciation
and love for the person.
To add something extra, there are many different
things someone could do. Try cutting out little hearts
and gluing them all over, or drawing along the outline
to bring more attention to what’s written on the front.
Another option is to put clear glue along the edge of the
heart and sprinkle glitter on top of it to make it glimmer.

Four ways to spend

Valentine’s Day
when single

Going through Valentine’s
Day solo? We’ve got you
covered
Svetlana Goloviznina | Freelancer |
sgoloviznina19@wou.edu

Feel free to go small and simple with a DIY Valentine, or make it extravagant.

It doesn’t matter whether someone is single or is on
the asexual or aromantic spectrum and is tired of the
Valentine’s Day shenanigans — there is always a way
to make a day like Valentine’s Day better.
1. Go see a movie
While it can be intimate to go out with a lover and
watch a romantic comedy, there’s absolutely nothing
wrong with people sitting down and being fully
immersed in a movie they’ve been pumped to see. And
besides, that allows people to have all the expensive
popcorn and drinks to themselves.
2. Have a spa day
This is something that can even be done at home.
Kick back to some favorite tunes, light up the candles
and bring out the bath bombs because this time is selflove time. Doesn’t matter if you’re a full grown man,
@thewesternhowl

Photo by Rylie Horrall

everyone deserves to smell nice and feel nice.
3. Treat yourself
In truth, having a day for oneself can be difficult.
People can take the time to honor themselves this
Valentine’s Day; it’s something they’ve earned for
caring for themselves all this time. Self-care is the best
thing one can do for themselves. Buy something sweet,
enjoy a hike, try out a hobby because nobody’s around
to stop you but you.
And if treating yourself doesn’t work for you then...
4. Treat your family
While these days are often planned for lovers, there
will always be family and close friends who have
your back, so treat them to something nice. It can be
as simple as a card, flower or a balloon. Small acts of
kindness go a long way.
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You’ve been…

Cut. Off.

Men’s Rugby team faces another loss
Hannah Greene
Sports Editor | howlsports@wou.edu
A streak unlike before, Western
Men’s Rugby continued the tears as
their last home game on Saturday, Feb.
8, brought another loss.
The Wolves held a home game
against Pacific University Boxers, and
boxed out the Wolves were. The Wolves’
defense struggled to hold any attack
from the Boxers, which allowed for a
great deal of scoring by the Boxers. On
the other side of the playing field, the
Wolves’ offense had no vision and was
unable to find any way of scoring —
every space was covered by the Boxers
defense. Both sides of the ball continued
to push, but not hard enough to take hold
of the game at any point.
Similar to their last game against
Oregon State University on Feb. 1, the
Wolves had to borrow more players

from the Boxers to be able to continue
the game without being down any men.
The Boxers proved to have great
ball movement and were able to find
another scoring opportunity with only
12 minutes left in the game.
Though there were many great
tackles, runs and plays made by the
Wolves, winning was out of sight. The
final score of the game ended with the
Wolves at five points, trailing far behind
the Boxers’ 43 points.
This game concluded the Men’s
Rugby season of squads of 15 versus
15, and move on to play seven versus
seven. Their next home game will not be
until April 18, where the Wolves will be
holding the League Championships for
the seven versus seven teams.

Photo by Kay Bruley

Senior captain, Trever Kahuanaha, gets ready to stiff arm any opponents during the last match
on Saturday, Feb. 8.

Close,
but no cigar
Men’s Lacrosse loses to Nationally
Ranked Grizzlies

Will Smith, of Men’s Lacrosse, running with the ball to try and find a scoring opportunity.

Winter means Men’s Lacrosse is back and running,
ready to get work done. Saturday, Feb. 8, the Wolves
hosted the University of Montana Grizzlies, who are
nationally ranked in the top-10.
Currently, the Wolves are ranked 25th nationally by
all Division II coaches — making for an entertaining
game against the Grizzlies.
Throughout the beginning of the match, the Grizzlies
held the majority of the possession and remained ahead

Hannah Greene
Sports Editor | howlsports@wou.edu

of the Wolves. The Grizzlies defense tested the Wolves’
offensive strength and didn’t allow them to gain closer
to their score.
During the second period the Grizzlies stepped
ahead, scoring in the first 15 seconds — but the Wolves
were able to shove back and bring the score 14-9,
Grizzlies ahead, before the period ended.
The Wolves continued to allow multiple shots and
offensive attacks by the Grizzlies, but lucked out after
@thewesternhowl

the Grizzlies missed multiple chances given to them.
Towards the end of the game, the Grizzlies held
their offensive attack and bombarded the Wolves’ goal,
scoring again in the last seven minutes.
Final score, 18-11, left the Wolves with a sour loss
and the Grizzlies with a fresh win.
Men’s Lacrosse will have their next home game on
March 14, further details will be shared.
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THE

POWER

OF TWOS
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Amanda Nunes + Nina Ansaroff:
the Lionesses that Shred
Two fighters that bring power to the name behind female UFC fighters.

Duos we can’t beat

Hannah Greene
Sports Editor | howlsports@wou.edu
Highlighting power couples throughout professional sports, that continue to
break barriers and add medals and gold to their closets.

Photo courtesy of sportsbuzz.uol.com

Photo courtesy of cbssports.com

Julie Ertz + Zach Ertz:
the Ertz Power Squad

Sue Bird + Megan Rapinoe:
the Dominators

NFL Champion for the Eagles + USWNT two-time World Cup Champion.
These two bring elite athlete power couple to an entirely new level.

One USWNT player, one USAB player, both professionals in
Washington, winning medals.

Photo courtesy of spousewiki.com

Photo courtesy of californiastrength.com

Photo courtesy of nytimes.com
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Double whammy

Photo by Kay Bruley

winners

Softball brings home ‘dubs

Hannah Greene
Sports Editor | howlsports@wou.edu

Chandler Bishop, of Women’s Softball, pitching tough balls against Eastern Oregon University
on Saturday, Feb. 8.

Last weekend on Saturday, Feb. 8, the
Wolves’ softball team held two games
against Eastern Oregon University
Mountaineers.
The Wolves were able to hold
the Mountees still, and take home a
win during both matches. Due to the
excellent pitching by sophomore Maddie
Mayer and senior Chandler Bishop, the
Wolves contained the Mountees and
only allowed one run and several hits.
Wolves showed for an entertaining
game, hitting two home runs by two

@thewesternhowl

juniors, Tyler Creach and Sydney
Bowers. Western was hitting so well that
they outhit Eatern almost 7-1; hopefully
this preview is a good teller for the
upcoming season.
Each inning the Mountees trailed far
behind the Wolves, barely able to find a
way to score or even get a run in.
The Wolves took both wins, 9-0 and
5-1. Softball hits the road for their next
game on Friday, Feb. 14 to play against
Texas A&M - Kingsville.

10 Humor
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G R E AT

BAD^ PICK-UP LINES ;)
I want you to bang me like how the ed
building’s automatic doors bang me.

What did the egg say to the boiling water?
Give me a minute to get hard, I just came out of a chick.

Are you a flat, smooth rock? Cuz I’d chuck you across
the water and see how many times you bounce.

Are you the sun because one day you’re
gonna blow up one day and kill us all.

Are you a cow, cause I’ll eat that patty.

Are you a banana?
Cuz i find u a-peel-ing.

Are you a beaver, cuz dammm!

HOW YOU DOIN’

Are you French? Cause Ma-DAMN.

If You Were A President, You’d Be
Babe-Raham Lincoln.

Hey, do you want to come work at my
construction site? I need someone to lay pipe. ;]

Are you https?
Because you got me feelin’ ://

Is your name wi-fi?
Because I’m really feeling a connection

Are you a loan?
‘Cause you’ve got my interest!

For more pick-up lines, visit our website.

Compiled by The Western Howl Staff

WOUrd Search
Words compiled from the stories featured
in Issue 14 of The Western Howl
SOULMATES

BOXERS

RESIGNATION

ROSE

TALES

STRETCHED

ALSTROEMERIA

WAMMY

IDENTITY

VIBE

CIGAR

BLOODY

PROUD

BLOOM

TITANIC

SONA

TEARS

SIN

PATTY
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To all the
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soulmates

that ever crossed my path
thank you

Hannah Greene | Sports Editor | hgreene18@wou.edu
Soulmate: a person ideally suited to another as
a close friend or romantic partner. Destiny, chance,
meant to be, etc. Why do soulmates have to refer to a
friend or someone we love? Why can’t this beautiful
term represent a connection with anything that one may
feel throughout their entire lives?
We are told that we have one true soulmate, that we
have been connected to forever, that one day we will
meet them and we will just know — this goes for our
best friend and our significant other. But this is all so
false; a soulmate can be anyone or anything that left a
mark on our hearts and in our minds. A soulmate isn’t
just a human, but can be an animal, a tune, a fragment
of nature or just a natural connection to something way
beyond our eyes.
In Australia, the word ‘mate’ is used as a form of

endearment, to show someone platonic love or joy in
their presence. The word is thrown around to everyone,
it’s not used in the way of “mating” with someone, or
the “mate” that is your significant other — it is in fact,
just a mate.
Our souls live way beyond our bodies ever will,
meaning the connections we will encounter will never
truly end. Our souls truly see and are able to direct us
to the connections we need, whether we can actually
see it or not.
When I was little, I believed that I had one soulmate
and that was who I was going to spend the rest of my
life with… I was an idiot. Each year I have come across
people, animals and moments, even if for the briefest
moment, that have made an impact in my life that have
bonded with my soul, leaving a little etch in my heart,

causing it to grow more. Each passerby has shared my
soul in a way that the next cannot. Each connection is
never the same as the last, making each connection just
as valuable as the last, even if I will never come across
that person or thing again.
Let’s cherish the mates our souls have found,
embrace the teachings they have shown us and seize
the seconds they give.
Here’s to the many mates my soul has introduced
me to — the ones I am no longer able to see or hold,
and the ones I hope to see again.

Evaluating relationship
hierarchies
Why we should reprioritize platonic and
romantic relationships

Kay Bruley | Photo Editor | mbruley19@mail.wou.edu
Valentine’s Day is here finally, and love is in the
air. It’s not just one day really though; all month you
will see pink and red decorating the world. For many
though, it seems like all year, with romance feeling like
a constant celebration surrounding American culture.
You’d have difficulty finding a storyline in any
popular film, TV show or book that doesn’t feature a
prominent romantic narrative. Children from a young
age will interact with each other and adults will
assume there must be some undertone of a crush. And
don’t think of mentioning an event occurring with
the opposite gender unless you’re prepared for the
suggestive comments — double win for a romancecentered AND heteronormative society.
The result of such oversaturation of romance in
media and real life is the current mindset of it being

the most important thing to happen in a person’s life.
You think of important milestones and what comes to
mind is “find the love of your life, get married, have
kids” — in that order. Young people are force fed this
narrative and treat it as the highest priority, creating
shame in virginity and lack of dating experience. You’ll
often hear reluctance in admitting to being single and
people in their 20s will frequently worry about being
‘off track’ on the schedule of life.
With all of this, what’s become of platonic
relationships? Too often, friends are viewed as backup
relationships, side characters or people you hang out
with when you aren’t with a significant other — or don’t
yet have one. Romance represented in the media and real
life supports the unimportance of friendships, which is
a cultural flaw. Have you ever been close with someone
@thewesternhowl

and then after they find a partner, you stop hanging
out as much? Experiences like these only further the
mindset of friends being second class relationships. It’s
a cycle of culture supporting unfulfillment in platonic
relationships, which leads people to undervalue them,
which then makes them unfulfilling.
The prompt here is to re-evaluate your priorities
when it comes to the relationships in your life. Maybe
even redistribute the value you place on each of these
relationships. Keep questioning why we think about
these things the way we do. Why do we pity the 40
year old that’s single? Why do we insist that deep
connections must be inherently romantic? Why do we
believe friends can never be enough for someone to be
happy?
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A reclamation of identity

Rose was inspired to write their senior thesis on
Indian Boarding Schools, institutions known for
kidnapping native children and forcefully indoctrinating
them into Christianity, who operated under the former
Bureau of Indian Education whose mantra was “kill the
indian, save the man.” Rose’s own family was heavily
affected by Indian Boarding Schools.
“This background and my family’s relationship with
education is important because there’s layers in that
where colonization has severed my ability to connect
to my gender and sexuality,” Rose said.
Colonization has removed examples of queer, two-

spirit indiginous people from history, and Christianity
was responsible for many of their murders and much of
their supression.
Rose acknowledged that the loss of indiginous queer
knowledge and heritage is a loss for all queerfolk.
Now, however, “the consistent work done to
discover and of identity in the indiginous community
is one that is mirrored by Western society as well. How
wonderful that communities and societies are shedding
the confines that colonization has held. How beautiful
that various tribal nations are able to reclaim and then
share our traditional knowledge in these contexts,”

@thewesternhowl
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Rose said.
Rose’s embodiment of pride comes at a variety of
intersections; it combines the pride of being indiginous,
the pride of reclaiming their non-binary, queer identity
and the pride of rediscovering the language of identity
under the reclamation of their indiginous tradition and
culture.
Rose reminded the audience, “you can identify
however you feel inside .. and it will change over your
lifetime.”
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